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Application/Control Number: 10/075,3 1 8 
Art Unit: 1764 

DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure coupon of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 

Donald F. Haas on February 9, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1-131 and 152-153 are cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The prior art does not disclose a process for prepay branched-alkyl arylsulfonates comprising 
hydrocracking and hydroisomerizing a paraffinic wax to produce an isoparaffinic composition, 
exposing said isoparaffinic composition to a dehydrogenafion catalyst in an amount and under 
dehydrogenation conditions effective to dehydrogenate said branched paraffins and to produce a 
mixture comprising branched olefins and unconverted paraffins, said branched olefins 
comprising 0.5<>/o or less quaternary aliphatic carbon atoms, and subsequently contacting said 
branched olefins with an aromatic hydrocarbon in the presence of a quantity of alkylation 
catalyst effective to alkylate said aromatic hydrocarbon, producing branched alkyl aromatic 

hydrocarbons that are subsequently sulfonated. 

Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 10/075,318 
Art Unit: 1764 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Arnold, Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-1443. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30 AM-6:00 PM; Fridays from 8:30 

AM-5.00 PM with alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on 571-272-1444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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February 6, 2004 Primary Examiner 



